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Emergency alert system
in service from HCMC

By JAN HUMPHREYS

Henry County Medical Center has
developed and insialled an Emer-
geocy Weather Alert System whicl,
iromicatly, wenl on line the same day
as the tornado hit Clarksville.

“We are happy (v be able o pro-
vide this important service which we
{eel is necessary for cur employees,
patients as well as the cammunity,”
sabd Tom Gee, HCMC adminisirator.

The alert sysiem is necessary
because Henry County has always
been in a National QOceanic and
Aungspheric Administration
(NOAA} weather radio dead spot.
Watches and warnings are transmit-
ted from the Jackson transmitier site,
which is very dhfficult 1o receive
tocally with a common weather
radio.

"Reception was so pror that the
National Weather Service would not
transmit Henry County information
over this sie,” explained Darrell
Wilson, HCMC's communications
technwian, Transminters al May field
and Waverly could be received but
did not transmit information con-
cerning Henry County, he added.

Working aleng with Naljonal
Weather Service and the Henry

Counly Emergency Management,
HCMC cngineered, purchased and
inslalled the Weather Eagle svstein
to have the capability to receive
information frem the Jackson sile.
This infocmation is then rebroadeast
locatly for Henry Countians.,

In turn, NWS in Memphis agreed
to ngn transmitting waiches and
watnings far Henry Counly through
this sile. Alsa, NWS in Paducah has
agreed [0 transmit Henry Coumty
severe  walches and  warnings
lhrough the Mayfield ransminer
site,

The Weather Eagle equipment
will scarch for the best signal
between the two sites and Jock on il,
Wilson explained.

“This system ctilizes state of the
art receiving equipment provided by
Thunder Cagle Inc.,” he said.
“Because of Henry County's unique
situation, Dan Gropper of Thunder
Eagle was especially diligent in pro-
viding lechnical suppor.”

“Tommy Duke, owner of
Tornmy’s Two-Way Communica-
tion, was very beneficial 10 the pro-
Jeet and supplied this equipment o
his cost and supplied necessary test-

ing equipment for installation,” Wil-
son said.

This system is designed te pro-
vide Tocal access to the National
Weather Services alerl system for
poientially  thrcatening, severe
weather or hazardous candilions.
Waiches and warnings are broadeast
for Heary County by NOAA Weath-
er Radio-NWS$ in Memphis.

This infocenation is retransmitied
locally by the use of radio iransmit-
ting cquipment located at Henry
County Medical Cenler. This equip-
ment operaics on the Paris-Henry
County Rescue Squad's lrequency of
155.220 mHz.

The geaeral public may receive
this alert information by use of com-
mon radia scanners or ather types of
awto alen receivers which are com-
mercially  available.  Standard
NOAA weather radios will not
receive the lransmission from the
HCMC site, Wilson cautions.

While HCMC encourages the cit-
izens of Henry County to udlize this

‘resource, the hospilal cannot be

responsible for the reliability of this
trangmission.

Two distinctive types of aleris
mity be heard on this frequency. The

Henry County Medical Center's commu- gency wea

pr s
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ther alert system which HCMC

nications technician Darrell Wilson shows has developed as a service to its employ-
administrator Thomas Gee the new emer- - ees, patients and the community.

first is a “ding-dong™ and then a syn-
thesized voice saving the phrase,
“Weather alert.™ This means that a
walch or warning is being issued in
the region but nol exclusively for
Henry County.

The cther type of alent will be pre-
veded by a long alen tone followed
by live auwdio from the NWS. This
will be for watches or warnings for
Heary or Weakley counties only.
The siation also automatically iden-

tifies itsetf on a routine basis to ver-
ify operation.

Jan Humphreys is public relations
coordinator for Nenry County Med-
ical Center



